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At a Court of Aſſitants beld for the 
Company of Apothecaries , London , at 
their Common-ball, on Thurſday the $1h 
day of September, 1681. being Ele&ion 
and Confirmation- day. 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this 
Court be returned to DoRor Walker, 


for his Sermon Preached before this Soci- 
ety; and that he be defired to Print it. 
And the old Maſter and Wardens are 
deſired to give him the Thanks of this 
Court, and to acquaint him with their 
deſires, that his Sermon may be Printed 


accordingly. 
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To the Wor Mn. 
ſhipful the wo 


V/ ardens, 


Court of Afſiſtanes, Gentlemen oi the Livery, 
and other the Freemen of the Incorporate, In- 
geniouz Society of AP OT HEC AKIES 


of the famous City of LOND ON, 


Worthy Gentlemen, and Renowned Arrtiits ; 
S the great Freedom I aſſumed in the diſcharge of my 
A own Duty, to preſs you to a conſciencious Diſcharge 
of yours, ſets me above the ſuſpicion of Adulation, in 
what I tenckt but obiter, which had an aſped on your 
Dignity , and was dire7ly neceſſary to the opening of my Text, 
and giving Emphaſis and ſirength to the Truths 1 was to de- 
duce from it. So the deſires of your Court (which is the 
Head of your Body , and with which you are preſumed to con- 
cur) that I would Print this Sermon, are 4 (ignal Evidence 
of your generous and candid Inteerit;, that you can not only 
bear tle Caution giver ag tnſt the Defects you may be liable 
to, (for what Vocation 3s mot liable to many e } but are morc 
than content, deſirous to let others ſee, how impartially you 
'an hear , witbout offence, what minds you of your Faith» 
tulncts 7 particular, as well as what glances at the honour of 
your Profcfhon 7» the general. 

And being olliged, by the Laws of Decency ad C uſtom, to 
mtroduce this Client of your Court (which 1 will modeſtly 
call, the Patient , rather than fiyle it the Advocate of your 
Profeſſion) Ths I will not a” you ſo rudely, as 1o ſay, At 
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your 
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zaur peril-be it, -3f this Sermon appear leſs acceptable from the 
Picls, than the Order of your Court declares it to have been 
from the Pulpit + Leſt ſuch a dead Fly (the menacing wy Pa- 
trons) ſhe'd infed this Addreſs with the bad favour of i! 
Manners , and the wat of common Prudence and Civility. 
It, give me leave, m ſofter words, to intimatc; That 1 
think you are in Equity obliged to grart, and 1 may with Mo- 
deſty expeF, your kind acceptance of my friendly compliance 
with your deſires, in making it ths publick 5 and to cheriſh 
what now in this form is properly your own, For 1/6 the 
Sermon, 4s Compoled ara Preachied, was wine, aud I muſt 
wot diſown it ;, jet as a Printed Book 'iis yours. And ad- 
mitting that no wiſe Parents are over-fond ; yet all, who have 
not diveſied themſel:es of Natures Inſtin&s, are tender of, 
and kird to their own Off-(pring. Or ſuppoſeng 6n your re- 
fuſal to Adopt it, it muſt ſtill call me Father, you are by your 
9wr choice at leaſt become its Godfathers, its Suſceptors and 
Sareties, and have freely and of your own accord undertaken 
the Office to anſwer for it , by the name of the Apothecaries 
Sermon 3 and therefore it z:ay claim your ProteQtion, as its 
right and due. 

Hd it obtrnded it ſelf, and thruſt into your Hall without 
Vidding, it had deſervedly run the hazard of a doubtful wel- 
come. But 'tis an aegravated Incivility, firſt to invite 4 
Gueſt, and when he comes, to frows upon him; and, ſo much 
a by the Language of a wry look, to ſay, he ſhould have 
brought his Stool with tim : which I will not ſuſpe, becauſe 
'twould be a wrong to perſons of your Ingenuity and Can: 
our. 

What ſuperciliows and unkind Cenſures it may meet wits 
from others, I cannot eaſily foreſee 5, becauſe I am not conſcious 
to my ſelf it doth deſerve or hath provoked any, to give it ſuch 
reception. However, I look upon you 9 its proper ard com- 
petent Judges 3 If you approve it , "tis enough , I ſhall reſt ſ4- 
tisfied, and little value what others {9 who may be ſuſpedecd 
to want Indifferency, and there will lye a fair Appeal mou 
their 
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their ſevereſt Sentence, as being paſſed from an uſt ring Tri. 


bunal, and pronounced Coram non Jidice, Ver , Loans 
wiſe men travel with thoſe Arms, ihey hope they ſhill zxot have 
occaſion to make uſe of, I will provide to olyvite two p*![ablo 
though I hope, not probable aiiauirs. E 

Firſt, Of thoſe who may erudge at the reeht and hn gg 7 
kave endeavoured to dv your Prof. ilion. Secondly, Of #þ-(G 
who may Subſann and ex joſe roy Pheate, luanfe I ſcnreticaes 
ſpeak (tk& ſparingly) in join Lilgatge, aud heep (0 claje to 
that Notion. 

For the Firſt, 1 know ſome men are ſo peeviſh!; invidious, 
that they think cre doing other men right, is d ing of then 
wrong,z and will grow teacky at the bare hearing other mens 
Prerogatives. As if ihe placing them in their due ard preper 
ſeat, were a detruding themſriuves, and as great a rudeneſs, a 
a forcible thruſting them into a lower Room. I hope none of 
Jour Fellow-Citizens will betray ſo bad an humor in this 
caſe ;, for I have injur*4 none, in pleading your Right, Thave 
cautelonſly forborn to name any other Protefſions, oc 4 donble 
account ;, becanſe Compariſons ure odious,, and I would wot 
tempt any to think, that dijobl1ging Keftec; ions would erat iſie 
ou, 

Next, That [ might net ſcerr to ſav ary thine T hid (aid 
to your Advantage - for a / ta bei: a tacit ach ae wledomert 
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io count it jich in me, to ſpeak periirently , and itn a Dia- 
[ N , , 3 « / - P a 
CH ſuited 19 te occaſtor which invitid no 72 it 


The Pulpit, I confejs, 3s [5 facrcd 2 ; 1:0, avd Preacl ing 

s ſo ſeriens a work, 1 ſhould $2 the lift can who would frr- 

gve ay jelf, ſhonla any [1x27 z 6&7 unteconing Ph rale eſcape 
. , ; ', , RESTREY ' 

Me, TH that woly cmploy ment, vt It we add , 41imc ard 


Place, 
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Plac?, and the corciticn of the Auditory muſt be conſider'd; 
an thu is appo®te, n{*ful, yea comely in ſome Circumſtances, 
which might be lefs decorous in ordinary uſe. Soloman hath 
tangi.t me, that Every thing is beautiful 1a its ſeaſon. And 
that A word fi:ly ſpoken is like Apples of Gold in Silver 
PiQturcs. Not only you in point of intereſt, but all wiſe men, 
by common diſcretion, entertain thoſe Medicaſters with con. 
tenrpt and langhter, who boaſt of Catholicons, one Remedy 
to cure a! Diſeaſes, and fall every Patients bottle out of the 
ſame Tub. If a man be ſich, be expeT's bis Doftor preſcribe, 
ard his Apothecary Adminiſter Phylick proper to the Di- 

(t:mper te labours under. Andit would be a lame excuſe, for 

either of them to ſay, The Medicine was good, and to be f/1md 

in tle Diſpcnſatory, if it were not good, that 3s, fit for him 

in his particular cale, who took it. And it would be no 

good, though not ſo bad ax account, for a Preacher to al- 

ledge,"twas good Divinity he preacht,if it had no affinity with 

the occaſion, nor ſuitablenels to the preſent condition of his 

Fearers. | 

tor my part, I impoſe on no man totake my meaſures on 
tke like occaſion ; yet let me borrow one Alluſton more. The 
Ferm in which the ſame Ingredients are made up, may aſſiſt 
their Gycration, by agreeing better with the Patients Sto- 
mach : Toru male up the ſame Purgatives ſometimes into 4 
maſs of Pills, otLerwhiles into EleCtuaries, Apozems, or Po- 
tions, to comply with their ſqueamiſhneſs whom you are to 
cure. I was invited to Preach to you under the diſtin n0- 
tion of Apoihecaries, upon an occaſion which called together 
your Society, a1 where I ſuppoſe, at leaſt all the Heads of 
Your i tribe ett » did, or were expedted to appear; and to 
{: 12:1 1.8072 no r9iice of your Charafter, world have ſeen'd 
(077 10 {ma Syii2ilme. 

Pt Þ confir'd mt iny ſelf to that ſole conſ{i:teration + -# 
#t:0c jour irate oat the Vehicle, in which to converen more 
a:rocably at tirijtian Antidote againſt the Venom of Sin. 1 
w4: to j-lant 47 ſtock, in the Apothecarics Garden, and that it 
mieht 
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might take root and flouriſh, I cadeawveurca i (.t it to the 
Soy! it was deſron'd T0 grow in ; tet [ £4 ' fs IK#1SUCN 
with a Cien taken from God's Eatadill, ct forthe fo ow 


Life 3 and th0 { began with yeu ar a (cc 
[ treated you as Citizens of Zion at the fi. A: tr neg 
front confirming the Scandal, that Religio Nicdici + 274 
ligions and being ſo much converſant about the works cf 
ture, induces an oblivion, or neglect of God, and {ec O, ore 
tions of his Grace. 

And now, worthy Gentlemen and honoured Friends, 1 

tt 
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offer you this Paper-preſent at your requeſt, and "tis 
mercy 3 your Shops conſume much Paper : If theſe few Sheets 
appear not cxdro digna, you are at your Liberty to uſe the 
(both are the Poets Phraſe) thure & pipere. If they le 
neither worthy keeping for your uſe , nor ſending cntire as a 
Token to your Countrey Chapmen, you may caſe up in 1! e177 
what you vend to Retail-Cuſtomers ; though ſuch a Treatment 
may hazard to make this the laſt , as you gave it the henour to 
be the firſt was ever publiſht on the like occaſion. 

And to detain you no longer ; That God will vonchſafe 10 


THIF 


crown your Society with the double Bleſſing and Honour of 


being firſt Faithful, and then Uſeful to your Fellow- Citizens 3 
and that this piece, how mean ſocver, (plain Medicines uſually 
do the moſt good) may contribute ſomewhat to thoſe ends; Ard 
that both you and others may make the beſt improvement of the 
latter part, which concerns all who have Souls to ſave , which 
my be loſt or greatly hazarded by indulging any one $in,is the 
learty and ſeriows Prayer of, 


Ingenious Artiſts, aud Honoured Friends, 


Tour faithful Friend,and ready Servant 
Sept. 28. 1681. 


Anthony Walker. 


SERMON 


EGCLESIASTES: --i6-£ 


Dead Flies cauſe the Ointment of the Apothecary 
to ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour: So doth a 
little Folly him that is in reputation for Wiſ- 


dom and Honour. 


te. I 5 the wiſe, the holy, and the kind 

23 Deſign of Heaven , to reiider both 

the Myſteries and Precepts of Piety 
AR! and Virtue, moſt eafie and familiar to 
us ; that the facile underſtanding, and 
firm remembring of them, may afliſt 
our Belicf of the former, and our 
Pradice of the latter. And in pur- 
ſrance of this end, no Mcthed 1s more ebtiows than 
the frequent uſe of Parables , and cloathing Spiritual 
things with apt Similitudes and fit Reſemblances, drawn 
f:om their Profcihions, Callings and Imployments, to 
whom God by his Son, or Servants, did direct his 


Word. 
B Thus 
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Thus oar Lord Preaching to the Country-people, 
whoſe Occupation was Hwsbandry and Til/age, ſhadows 
out the Goſpel by the ſoyl, the Seed, the ſowing, the 
growth, ard the encreaſe of it.And to his Diſciples, moſt 
of whom by Trade were Fiſhermen, by Nets, and Fiſs, 
and rr:fh, and promiling to makc them Fiſhers of men. 
Which Anthentick Preſidents will abundantly warrant 
the choice I have made of the words propounded, with 
delipgn to Conlecrate your Shops into ſo many Chappel:, 
and to Extract from your corporal Medicines, Spiritual 
Remedies and Antidotes againſt th: Diſeaſes of your 
Souls; that the diligence you ufe for the Health of your 
Patients, may infufe into you the like exatneſs to pre- 
ſerve the reputation of true Wiſdow and Homonr , and 
to avoid whatever may forfcit either of them: For 
wiſe Solowor hath told you, As dead flier, &c. ſo doth 2 
dittle, &&c. which tsbut a making up ſecnndum Artem,and 
gilding aver with a neat Alluſton that plain Pl, that 
conciſe truth, with which he had concluded the pre- 
ceding Chapter, One Sinner deſtroys much good 3 and in 
more words would amount to thus much, That as a 
little- Negligence may ſpoul , pervert, and render your 
choiceft Medicines not only uſele(s, but noxions: $So 
may, fo will one heedleſs Overſight, one act of Indi- 
ſcretion blaſt, blot and blemiſh the Mar, nay the whole 
Scciety and Corporation of which he is a Members who 
before was eſteem'd and honour'd for a wiſe and skiltul 
Artiſt, for an honeſt-and a vertuous perſon. 

The Text is an Aphoriſm of a greater Maſter than 
yeur Maſter Hippocrates, A Compolition or Prelcript 
made up of three Ingredients. | 

Firſt, 4 Propoſttion. Secondly, A Reddition. Third- 
ly, 4 Compariſon. 

Firſt, A Propoſition by way of Parable, or Emblen, 
rawn from things Artificial z Dead flies canſe the Ort: 
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went of the Apothecary to ſend forth a flinking ſavour. 


Secondly, A Reddition, or a Moral oy ns of 


that Parabolical Propoſition, A little Folly him that is ir 
reputation for Wiſdom and Honour. 

Thirdly, A Compariſon by way of accommodation, 
illuſtrating what is Moral! or Spiritnal, by an obſerva- 
tion made upon what is Natural or Artificial, As — So, 
Ara dead fly ſpoils the Apothecaries Ointment ;, fo a little 
folly ſpoils his good Name who was reputed a wiſe mar. 

| begin with the Fr/i, the Propoſition, Dead flies canſe 
the Ointment of the Apothecary to ſend forth a ſtinking ſa- 
v0ur 5 Which is a Figurative and elegant deſcant upon 
this -plain Truth, That the moſt excellent and uſeful 
things may be corrupted and perverted by the caſual or 
careleſs mixture of a little Evil. 

To illuſtrate which more fully and clearly , let us 
conſider theſe Tree Particulars. 

Firſt, The Worth and Dignity of the Sabje#, coucht 
and implied in the Title fixt and mſcribed upon it 

The Ointment of the Apothecary. 

Secondly, The greatneſs of the debaſement,and badneſs 
of the Corruption, expreſt in a total depravement, tur- 
ning it quite contrary to its nature, making that which 
was deſign'd for « fragrant Odour and ſweet Perfume,into 
a loathſome ſcent 3 1n the Prophets words, Ifa. 3. 24. 1n- 
ſtead of a ſweet ſmell, there ſhall be a ſtink. 

Thirdly, The ſmalneſs of the Cauſe producing fo great 
and ſo contrary an Effect; Ore dead fly. 

Give me leave to explain all theſe, for 'tis the right 
underſtanding of them which muſt give the Emphaſes 
and weight both to the Propoſition ard the moral Truth 
In the Reddition , which all the reſt was deſigned for 
the heightning and inhanſing of. 

For were not the thing ſpoken of, very good, and ex=- 
cellent, the marring and ſpoiling of it were leſs conſi- 

B 2 ſicurable, 
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derable. It muſt be ſomething very good, the marring 
of which is ſo very bad. 

Or did it only allay or abate its uſefulneſs, leave it 
ſtill good, th® lefs good than it ſhould or would have 
been, and not totally pervert it and turn it to the con- 
trary, the caſe were not ſo remarkably ſad. 

Or /4ſily, Were the Cauſe ſignal and great, purpoſely 
intended and evidently proportionable to ſuch an Effe&, 
the wonder would be leſs: But that fo ſmail a Cauſe, fo 
caſual and undeſigned, ſhould produce ſuch a miſchief ; 
this increaſes the ſtrangeneſs, and with a Joud and ſmart 
Alarum awakens our Caution againſt the like. 

The pounding and cearſling thele Simples , will pre- 
pare them to make up the preſcribed Compoſition. The 
Explication of theſe Particulars will demonſtrate the 
truth which hath been propounded. 


I begin with the excellency of the Subje#, which 


may be evidenced; 
Firſt, From the matter, Ointment. 
Secondly, From the Maker, The Apothecary. 


Firſt, The Matter, ppW, Oleum, Pinguedo, tum natu- 
ralis tum condita; Oy], Fatneſs, both Natural and Arti- 
ficial, Simple and Compound, We find it uſed, Exo- 
dus 30. 25. Az Ol of holy Ointment , an Ointment com- 
pornd afier the Art of the Apothecary : And the very 
word implies its excellency 3 and Fat is uſed to fgnihe 
very good, or the beſt 5 asa fat Land, fat Paſtures, the 
fat . Kine. in Pharaoh's Dream. And David calls it by 
way of Alluſton, Az excelent Ol, Plal. 141. 5. 

And may by theſe Five Conſiderations bs: farther e- 
vinced ; 

1. From the [rgredients ſuch Ointments were com- 
pounded of, pure Myrrh, fircet Cinamon, fweet Calm, 
Caſſ:a, Ozl Olive, Exod. 30, 23, 24. 

2, From 
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2. From the-Uſe it was deligned to, viz.To Conſecrate 
Kings, and Prieſts, and holy Otenſils to Gd. | 

3. From the natural effcCts it had upon men; Firſt, 
Outwardly upon the Face, which it rendrcd beautiful and 
lovely 5 made it ſhine, Plal. 104. 15.* Secondly, Inwardly 
upon the Heart ,. which it rejoyced and made glad ; 
Prov. 27. 9. Ointment and Perfume rejoyce the heart ;, cal- 
lcd therefore the Oz] of Gladzeſs, Pal. 45. p. God hath 
anointed thee with the ol of gladneſ. —=, Which Oyl was 
ſuch an Ointment made up of colily Spices, as is evident 
from the following verſe, AU thy Garments ſmell of Myrrh, 
Aloes and Caſſia, whereby they have made thee glad. 

4. From its exceeding Fragrancy, for it would fill an 
whole houſe with its Odowr, Joh. 12. 3. 

And Laſtly from its Price , which was very coſtly ; 
ſuch was that Box of Ointment which Mary brake and 
poured on the Body of our Lord, Mat. 26. very preci- 
ous, worth three hundred pence, St. Mar. 14. 5. that is, 
Sixteen Pounds, Seventeen Shilliags Six Pence, of our 
preſent Money. 

Secondly,lts Excellency may be evidenced from the Ma- 
kerz The Apothecary. Materiam ſuperabat Ops. The Work 
and the Workman do ofc refleft mutual Horonr upon 
each other. Some Noble Curious Pieces well delign'd,and 
s well performed, make the Author famous ; and when 
he hath acquircd Reputation,and his Name 1s up, 'tis an 
honour to his future Works, to be the product of ſuch 
an Head and Hand. 

A Zenxis, an Apelles, a Rubens, Holbens, or a Vandikes 
Name, commends a Piece, beyond what the beſt of 
Uraters could do in a ſet Harangue. 

And as it 1s with fingle perſons, ſo is 1t with Societies 
of the Sons of Art. They attain Repute by their ex- 
cllent and uſeful Inventions: And then *tis a credit to 
their Works, to be the effects of fo :cnowned and inge- 
mous Artiſts, And 
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And of all the Curious and Uſeful Myſteries, which 
the Wiſdom of God hath imparted to Mankind, and the 
Ingennity, Induſtry, and Experience of Men hath impro- 
ved to the higheſt Perfection; None can — to 
equal Dignity with the Apothecaries 3 as will appear from 
the Authentick Records of the Sacred Oracles, which as 
they are always the beft Authority, ſo are they the moſt 
- proper to be alledged and infiſted on by him that ſpeaks 
from ſuch a place as this. Leaving therefore other Scexes, 
as fitter for another ſort of Heralds, in which to Blazon 
their Renown: I will confine my ſelf to my peculiar 
Province , and from the holy Scciptures ſhall borrow 
thoſe Lights and Colours, which will demonſtrate what 
I have propounded ; and they are theſe Fonr. 
Firſt, Their Antiquity. 
Secondly, The Perſons exerciſing this Profeſſion. 
Thirdly, The ftgnal Charadter inſcribed on it. 
Fourthly, The Object it 1s cofverſant about, 
Firſt, Antiquity : Optima que prima. Precellency of 
Honour accompanies Precedency of Time; the excel- 
lency of Dignity belongs to the Firſt-born, Gen 49. 3. | 
And however it comes to paſs, that 'tis 
* The Apotheca- Not of the firſs Twelve in this * great Ci- , 
ries were not In- ty.3 et in the greater and elder Corpora- t 
ie take King tion of Mankind, *tis of the firſt three, as 
Temes, Dias Worthies were diſtinguiſht. And ] 
I can aſcribe it to nothing but the Unpo- 8 
litene/s of thoſe ruder times (to lend them a ſofter Epi- ( 
thete than they deſerved) which preferr'd ſuch as for de- k 
cency I forbear to name, before Apothecaries : For, 1s not d 
the Life more than Meat, and the Body more than Rai- y 
went £ Mat. 6. 25. But tis noſtrange thing, that the 4 
firſt ſhould be lift, and the laſt firſt. n 
That great Apoſile, who was not of the Twelve when 
Jr des himſelf was reckoned in that number, but was 4 la 
one 
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one born out of due time; yet excelled them all jn Uſe- 
fulneſs and Labour. As in Arckite@ure, the Leanty of the 
Houſe is added laſt 3 and the Cormer-ftowe, which 1s both 
the Maniment and Ornament of the whole Fabrick is (et 
on after all, with ſhouting. The t/ird Sitting gives the 
finiſhing ſtroaks; and lends thoſe touches, from which the 
PiZure borrows its Sprightlineſs, its Air and Life. 

Oar own Storzes tell us, Time was when Lozdon was 
incloſed with Hurdles, and had no better Fence tha: an 
Hedg of Thorns ; and then we read of no Apothecar:.s 
Company. They, the living Ramparts and Defences of 
their Feow-Citizens Healths and Lives, ſtaid to come in 
with Walls of Stone and Marblz. No wonder the brigh- 
ter Stars of this Civil Orb appeared not in thoſe darker 
Ages; which had” not bcen ſo dark, but for want of 
their benign Influence and Light. 

However, Ingenuity is the nobler Inheritance of youn- 
ger Brothers 3 And why not ſo in Cities, as well as Fa- 
milies and Houſes ? 

But for true Antiquity among(t the Citizens of the 
World, the Birth-right is the Apothecraries clearly. 

Moſes was the Ancienteſt of Writers, and he ſuppoſes 
their Profeſſion more 4#:1ent than himſelf, and ſpeaks of 
their Art,as one the world was long and well-acquainted 
with, before his carly days. And his great Grandfather 
Jacob had been Embalmed by them. Indeed their Ori- 
tmd fcems ike the Head of Nils, *us ſo hard to trace it 
to the Beginning, that they may juſtly be eſtcemed a 
kind of Aborigines among Profeſſions. And who can 
doubt, but that the Divine Goodneſs, which uſeth to 
prevent our Needs with ſuitable Reliefs, took care for 
antidotes, afloon as Sin had brought in Diſcaſes , Sick- 
nels, Mortality and Death ! 

Secondly, The Perſons exerciling this Profeſſion. To 
lay noth'ng of Sclomon, the wiſcit an4 erea*eft b:th of 

Kings 
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Kings and Men, whoſe excellent.skil/ in the knowledg 
of Simples (a chief branch of the Apothecaries Art to 
be a good Botoniſt) was an eminent part of his great 
Wiſdom ; 1 King. 4. 33. He ſpake of Plants from the Ce- 
dars of Lebanen to the Hyſsp on the wal/: Nor of King 
Athri-lates, whoſe Roval Name crowns the choice(t of 
their three great Compoſitions, 

Mz;:s, who was King in Jeſurun, and a mighty Pro- 
phet, and who converlt with God as never any did be- 
tides, familiarly and face to face, 1s recorded as the firſt, 
expreſ{t by name, cxerciling the Apothec.rtes Art, when 
Cod himlclf made the Diſpenſatory 3 Recipe, 

Take thou alſo unto thee principal Spices, of pure Myrrle 
froe kundred Shekels, and of ſweet Cynaron half ſo much, 
even two hundred and fifiy Shekelsz, ard of ſweet Calan 
two hundred and fifty Shekels 5 and of Calſia five kundred 
Shckels , after the Shekel of the Sancſuary, Exod. 3o. 23. 
How exact ! (you could not more heedfully diſtinguiſh 
Troz-weight from Faver de-pois; and "tis remarkable,how 
old the Cuſtom 1s of the Apotkecarics Weights , being 
divers from the common Standard; ) ard of Oyl-Ol:re an 
Hin ; thus far the Precſcript or > Reo Then comes 
the Apothecary, And thon, thou Moles,ſhalt nrake it,not put 
it off to Bczaleel or Aholiab, though intruſted with the 
making both of the Ark and Chernbims of Glory: But thou 
thy ſolf ſhalt-make it an Oyntment compound after the Art 
of the Apothecary. 

Ard *tis the or.ly Trade, we cver read, the Prirſts of 
the holy [ie were commanded, or allowed, to exercile, 
x Chren. 9. 30. Ard ſome of the Sons of the Pricſ's made 
the Ointment of the JPices. 

Thizdly, From the Charader of Art, with which they 
ar2 infiz.iz'd: A RT is an eminent and innobling Title, 
'F'san IntelleQual Virtre, and implics a ſtrength of Un- 
cc :{taniing; to maſter difficaltics. Ingenuity _—_ 
ConrY, 
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duſtry, which raiſes them above the common Standard 
of ordinary capacities. Now no Profeſſion is ſtil'd an 
Art, in all the Old Teſtament, but only theirs ; *tis their 
peculiar Priviledg and Honour to att Secundum Artem : 
as if no Calling deſerved the Name of Artiſts, but only 
theirs. 

Fourth ly, and Laſtly, From the ObjeF about which it 
is converſant 3 the Bodies, the Health, the Strength, the 
Beauty, the Eaſe, the Pleaſure, the Lives of men.. The 
worth and exccllency of an Obje@ refletts a Dignity and 
Luſtre on that Art or Science, whoſe Obje@ it is: And 
what I have nated being ſo conſiderable , needs muſt 
that Art be ſuch, which 1s 1mploy'd about them. So that 
what is faid of Man in general to his great Dignity, 
Plal. 8. 5. Thou maceſt him 4 little lIewer than the Angels, 
and crownedſt tim with Glory and Honour : (for he ſtands 
high, whoſe place is next the higheſt creatures) may by 

an calie ar;d unforc'd Alluſton be applied to the Apothe- 
caries, with reſpect to the Object of their Calling. 
7 There are Terreſtrial Angels, whoſe work is con» 
7 verſant immediately about the Souls of men, called The 
1 Angels of the Churches. And next mens Souls, are their 
$ Bodies and their Lives, and thoſe to whoſe Province the 


It care of them belongs , are next in order, but a little 
e lawer than thoſe Azgels, to whom appertains the care of 
u Souls. Spare me this kind, but juſt reflection on my own 
rt Profeſſion, who have ſo fairly done you right by many 
{uch on yours. 
of The Phraſe in the Text is plainly intended as equi- 
'1 pollent to a Syperlative, the belt and moſt excellent 
de Ozntment ; and this being expreſt by the Oyntment of the 
Apothecary, includes a Superlative commendation of that 
&y Profeſſion. QUngnentum Pharmacopole , i. pretioſum & 
le, maximb odoratum, Onguentum eximinm, 0 inſigni Arte 


confedum, as Vatal. and Mercer on the place. ; 
And this for the firſt thing to be demonſtrated, that * 
C the 
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the excellency of the Snbje# , both with reſpe@ to the 
Matter and Maker, thd more might be ſaid ; yet lend me 
your Artificial Term to cloſe it with, I hope 'tis, Qran- 
wm fuffecit. 

2. The Second Particular 1s its Corruption ; for all its 
excellency exempts it not from thisz Serd forth a ſtinking 
ſavour , which implies the greatneſs of its perverting , 
the total the utter ſpoiling of it, and turning it quite 
contrary to its deſigned End and Uſc. The excellency 
of this Ointment conlifted in its fragrant Smell; but a 
ſtinking Savour is diametrically oppoſite to this, and ren- 
ders it not only uſcleſs,and good for nothing ; but loath- 
ſome, offenſive, and very hurtful. 

3. Thirdly, The ſmalncſs of the Cauſe 3 Dead flies, or 
one dead flie, as may be gathercd from the regimen of the 
Hebrew Text, which puts a Noun plural before a Verb of 
the ſingular Number : Muſce mortne, or mortifers, i. ve- 
nenate. For your better underſtanding this, you mult 
know, that in the hotter Faſter» Countries Flies were 
exceeding noiſome: And you. muſt not make the Expe- 
rTtence 1n our own Country, a ruleand meaſure by which 
to underſtand this, and many other Scriptures ; for this 
occafions great miſtakes, when we interpret Scriptures, 
by what we find the effefts of things bearing the ſame 
names '1nour own Climate ; but as they were in thoſe times 
and places where the Scriptures were written. Now th0 
1m our'colder Clime, Flies be not (© very noiſom, (th6 
even here in hotteſt Weather ready cncugh to cauſe 
great -putrefadion and ſtink) yet in the hotter places 
Flies and other [n{efs, very ſmall, were and are cx- 
ceeding \#n93fom and cfenſeue, as the Cimices 3 vou mult 
therefore no 'more conclude thoſe Flies unlike to pro- 
dace ſuch an Effet, than you would deny Spaniſh Flies 
fir to make Feſfcatories, becauſe our own would avail but 
little if ſo applied. 

So tho Flies and Caterpilars be ſufficiently vexatious 

here 
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here ſometimes, yet not to be named with thoſe which 

plagued mg1pt- 

. 'Tis well obſerved by Gejerzs on the * Text, »* gug tice 
that th:O our Fes produce not ſuch Effects, yet ptr, noſtras 


it might be done by the poyſonous [»/e7s of —_— 
that hotter Region. 1h, potuit per 


Lct me but add this double remark, and [ (7% ii 
have done my Expoſition of the Propoſition. _ 1a af 

1. A Fly is a very little creature,a final thing 
in appearance, to produce ſo great, ſo bad an effec : yet 
you hear 'twill do it. 

2. 'Tis not a Deſigned or Allowed Cauſe, but Caſual 
through Neglect or Careleſnels : The Apothecary is not ſup- 
poſed to put in the dead Fly,. or ſet on the deadly 4b, of 
rous one to blow, and leave its noifom ſpawn upen his 
Unguert ; but to want care to keep it out and off: and 
yet, if by any chance 1t happen to get in, it mars, cox- 
rupts, perverts it all. Thus you have the meaning of the 
Propoſition in all its parts 3; and what reſults from the 
whole is briefly this. 

The beſt, the moſt uſeful and excellent things, are not 
only damnified, and made lefs uſcful, or ſpoil'd and ren- 
dred uſcleſs 3 bur perverted and made hurtful, not only by 
deligned Malice, but through a little heedleſs Negligence, 
and want of Care and Caution. 

| have done with the Propoſition , the Uſe of which was 
to illuſtrate and ſet off the Truth contained in the redd;- 
tion of it 3 for Solomon's (cope was not tg make a skilfy] 
and careful Apothecary, but a wiſe and good man. Yet 
beiore I come to that, this ſpecial occaſion doth cblige me, 
or at leaſt allow me , before I paſs farther, to adreſs my 
[:f to you, Renowned, Worthy and Ingenious At:;/is, and 
to awaken your utmoſt Caution , Diligence and Care in 
' Your Preparations, and 1n all your Applicatiozs of them. 
|t becomes not me Cenſorem agere, the Learned Colledge 
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hath provided ſuch: Nor come l hither on ſuch Errand, to 
pry into the Iniquities or Failings of your Myſtery : I had 
rather ſuppoſe you all to be (which I wiſh yoa were) a-- 
bove Suſpicion. But Apoilecarics are men, ard the pex- 
fecteſt Art is too weak to vanquilh all the imperfeRtions of 
Nature. I beſeech you theretore, be wiſe, be watchful, 
be diligent, be careful to keep cff all the Flies which may 
corrupt, which may pervert your excellent, your uſcful 
Medicines. A Fly 1s a buſie and importune creature, 'twill 
return again after driving it away an hundred times; all 
the By-Laws of a Corporarion,and the faithful execution of 
them by their own Magiſtrates, the moſt prudent and care- 
ful Maſter aud Wardens, and the inſpeftion of a Vigtlant & 
Learned Coledge, will be too weak defences to keep them 
off; the great Flies will break through , and the. little 
ones will creep through ſuch Cobweb-xets. There muſt be 
a generous, a noble and rcfolv'd Integrity, Watchfulneſs 
and care in Individuals , in every fingle and particular Ar- 
tif, to make your Medicizes exattly good and perfedt, and 
never to vend-or ſpend them, but while they continue 
ſuch : And if by overkeeping they have exhal'd and loſt 
their vertxc, ſtrength and ſpirits, to caſt them to the place 
to which the Salt 1s doom?d, when it hath loſt its Savorr. 
What be the Flies that moſt annoy your Shops, and may 
corrupt not your. Compoſitions only, but the Ointment of 
your Name,the repxtation of your Trade & calling,you bet- 
ter know than I. I would not ſo far exceed my bounds, as 
t9 confirm the Scandals of ©»id pro quo, or double Doling, 
or leaving out the deareſt S7zmples, &&c. by warning you a- 
painſt them. 1 only preſs and urge you to acquit your 
f: Ives like the true Sons of Art, to make and adminiſter 
ſuch Medicaments to others, as you are Apotbecaries, as you 
would be willing and defirous 1n like circumſtances to take 
your ſclves, as you are men; and fortifie your ſelyes with 
honeſt fixed Reſctution, by the honour of your Profe//-0n 
anJ Secict;, by the confidence and expeRarion of your Fa- ' 
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tients, and by the Religion of your Oaths, 5gainſt all the 
little Artifices, and great Temptations, of underſelling one 
another, of haſte and precipitancy in a huddling diſpatch ; 
of ſpending cheap and refuſe Drugs, as not diſcove- 
rable when mixt in Compoſitions ; and all undecent and dif- 
honeſt Gain. 

And to purge out ſuch bad Humours, give me leave to 
preſcribe you theſe Three little Pls. 

1. Remember mens Health and Lives, the deareſt and 
molt precious of all their temporal Concernments, are deep- 
ly and immediately concern'd in your Profeſſion : And as 
tis ſaid to Judges in Capital Caſes, 

De -vit4 hominis nulla eſt cun@atio longa. 

So may it be ſaid to you, 

De vita hominis nulla diligentia magna. 

You {hould account no diligence and care too great, in 
which mans Life's at ſtake. 

In the Fable, Apo/o kill'd the Serpent Pzthon with his 
Bow and Arrows; Apollo is the God of Phyſick : Pythor 
s that Putrefaction which corrupts the Humours, and 
breeds Diſeaſes. But what can Apo/o do without his @ui- 
ver £ or if his Arrows be 1ll made , and want either Steel 
or Feathers, or he ſhoot them in a broken and deceitful ' 
Bow? Your Shops are Apol/>*s Armory, you make his Bow 
and Arrows; Let them be ſharp and ſtrong, make them 
right and perfe&t, that the venomous Pythor, that would 
devour as, may fall; that the Diſeaſes that would kill us, 
may dye at the ſtroke of thoſe Arrows you prepare, being 
we'l direfted by ApeLo's, by the wile Phyſicians, hand. 

Secondly, Remember there are a rabble of @uacks and 
Empyricks, Mountebanks, Elixoriſts, Catholtciſts, as numerous 
asa (warm of Flies; and one Fly will quickly fpy another : 
Theſe watch your halcings 3 if you make blots, theſe Game- 
ſters will be ſure to hit them: If you give any one a Fly 
to {\wallow, they will fetch it up again without ſtraining, 
ind preſent it ſpitefully to tte whole City, in the dimen- 
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fions of a Camel : Therefore for the Honour of your Pro- 
feſſion , and to take away occaſion from them, who ſeck 
occaſion to reproach you , Keep off the Flies. 

Third'y, Your Art is Honourable, Renowned, Excellent, 
do not reproach it, or diſgrace it, or render it cheap, and 
baſe, and vile, by being uſeleſs or hurtful: One flaw in a 
Diamond 1s more taken notice of, than twenty ſpots, or 
cracks, or breaches ina Flint, or Pebble. 

Thoſe little creeping Sreaks, who walk like the Pefi:. 
lence in darkneſs, under no Protettion or Warrant, but 
their own ignorant Preſumption, may kill in ſecret, and 
no man ſes them; and their ſurviving Friends are aſhamed 
to tell who hurt them, for fear of blaſting their diſcreti- 
on, and they ſhould dye unpitied for venturing their Lives 
into ſuch hands ; and the Muſhroom that did the Miſchief 
hurts no mans credit but his own, which before was loſt to 
all wiſe men ; for 'tis his Pride to (tand alone; and his tool 
is of his own [nvention, which no man ever heard of but 
himſelf. 

But you ſtand in an open Light, the beams of publick 
Authority (ſhine round about you : The Law makes you the 
Life guard of your Fellow-Snbjets, and it will be great 
Ingratitude and Unfaithfulneſs, to diſappoint the publick 
confidence. You are incorporated into one Body, and not 
a Member of you can err to himſelf alone : But if one 
Member do amiſs, all the Members ſuffer with him, and the 
whole company muſt pay for it,at leaſt in common Famezand 
"twill be ſaid, Not ſuch a man, but an Apetbecary kill'd him. l 
may apply the word of Joſhua concerning Achar, Joſh. 22. 
20. Achan the Son of Lerah committed a treſpaſs in the ac- 
curſed thing, and wrath fell on all the Congregation of Ijrael, 
ard that man periſhcd not alone in his Iniquity. So it one 
of you miſcarry in your Art, and by Carclctineſs do hurt 
inſtead of good, and kill inſtead of healing , that mans 
credit will not periſh alone, but the reproach will fall upon 
the whole Company. One ſinner deſtrozs much good. 

Grant 
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Grant me an inoffenſive freedom of one word more, 
and I ſhall diſmiſs this part of the Text. 

Take heed as of Flies, fo of flying higher than your 
ſtation 3 *cis good for every man to abide 1n his own Cal- 
ling : There is a vaſt difference betwixt making and ad- 
miniſtring Phyſck. Nothing is more common than for 
one Trade to make Tools, for other trades to work with. 

What was really in the ſervice of God's Temple, is in a 
ſhadow and figure in that of /E/culapizs ; there were 
Prieſts and Levites, here are your reſemblances, (as the 
reputed Gods were always Apes of the true one.) The 
Learned Colledge are his Prieſts, you are his Levites. Ko- 
rh had no ſmall honour to be as he was, and he had been 
wiſer and happier, if he had known hoy to value and to 
keep his ſtation. As *tis your wiſdom not by any Fly to 
defle your own Neſt , ſo twill be your bonour to avoid 
the fault of Rewber, the flying up unto your Fathers couch. 
IF any cenſure this part of my Diſcourſe, as bcing fitter 
for an Oration in your Hall, than a-Sermon from the Pulpit, 
let that man know, my Text is Scripture, and I think I 
have kept to itz and am not conſcious to my fclt of lay- 
ing one ſtone beſides the foundation. But inſtead of all 
Apology, I ſay, I have ſeriouſly endeavoured to make men 
juſt and honeſt in their particular Callingsz and in being 
ſo, there-is more ſolid Religion, than in many airy Specu- 
lations, in which I fear too many place the greateſt part, 
if not the whole, of their Religion. And I hope I may 
yet redeem the Errowur, if it be one. Paſs we on there- 
fore from the Parable to the Moral of it : And from the 
Caution required to make a*good Apothecary, to the care 
and wiſdom to make a good Man: For as dead Flies, fo 
doth a little Folly make his name ſtink, (which ſhould and 
would be as a preciows Ointment) who is in reputation for 
WW:ſlom and Honour. 

Though this be the Heart , the Life , the Text of the 
Text, I am conſtrained to be conciſe in the Explication of 
Ir, 
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it, to redeem the time the other coſt us. But I hope I may 
be brief, without being obſcure 3 becauſe this 1s made 
ealie by underſtanding, that the deſign and end of that be- 
Ing to illuſtrate this 3 and indeed it doth it very appo- 
litely : For the Propoſition and Reddition run parallel, not 
only in the number of their parts, but allo in correſpon- 
ding of one part with another; which anſwer one the 0- 
ther, 4s in water face anſwers to face - For here, as there, 
we have a good 9ubjed, the bad corruption of it, and the 
Cauſe procuring that Corruption. 

Firſt, The good Subje@,reputation for wiſdom ; a good 
name, or the honour to be eſteem'd a wiſe man. 

Secondly , The bad corruption imply'd, the loſs of this 
Reputation ; the falling under the reproach, the-r// Savour 
of being almoſt, or altogether a Fool. 

Thirdly, The Cauſe of it, A little Folly : One fooliſh, 
raſh, or heedleſs aftion; and there is a great affinity and 
lively reſemblance betwixt them. 

Firſt, Betwixt the ſubjets, Ointment, and a good name, 
Reputation, Cant. 1.4. Thy name is as Ointment. Ecclel.7. 
I. A good name 3s better than precious Ointment. They both 
have a fragrant Savour 3 they both make the face to ſhine, 
Eccleſ. 8.1. They both rejoyce and make glad the heart. 
They both give agility and aCtivity, the one to the Body, 
> other to the Mind : They are both eaſily corrupted and 
loſt. 

Secondly, Betwixt the corruption of them. It ſpoils the 
Ointment , (o it ſpoils a mans Credit and Reputation. It 
rakes the Ointment uſeleſs; fo it ruins a mans »ſefulneſs. 
His words, which before were c{teem'd as Oracles, are now 
deſpiſed , and nothing ſet by. His Rebxkes, which before 
aw'd all with their Authority, are now like Arrows with- 
out an head, or a Sword without an edge, make no im- 
preſſion, or are ſcornfully retorted on himſelf, with Clo 
ins muchum ; or at leaſt, Medice teipſum. 

Thirdly, Make it noiſome and hurtful; So a wiſe mans 
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Folly do's a great deal of Miſchief, gives bad Example, and 
ſeduces others to ſin , and becomes excuſes and encorage- 
ments to them, to harden and embolden them in evil, 
Ego homuncio non facerem? when ſuch or ſuch dare do the 
fame. 

Fourthly, Betwixt the Cauſes, the Fly and Folly : The 
Fly, a ſmall creature, ſo a /ittle folly; one exorbitancy the 
Fl; falls in for want of caution, a caſual not deſigned 
Cuiſe 3 ſo Heedleſncels, and want of Circumfpe@ion and 
Watchfulneſs, The Fly 1s a buſte, importune creature, 
ret may be L<pt out with care: So 1s Belzcbub, theGod of 
flies, who tempts to ſoly and lin, yet may be driven away 
with diligence 5 Watch and Pray, that you fall nit into 
temptation, Reſiſt the Devil, and he will jlce from you. 

Having touch'd the Parallel of the parts of the Text, 
the words of this Second Branch, or the Moral rcddition 
runs thus tranſlated Litterally Pretioſum 4 ſapicntia, 4 glo- 
r4, lultitie parum 5 3p, ſignifies rare, precious, honour- 
able 3 or as we render it, one in reputation : the ſenſe is 
imperfe&, the Verb being omitted, and muſt be under- 
ſtood, to make the ſenſe compleat and full : and may be 
beſt drawn or borrowed from the foregoing Propolition, 
corrupts, ſpoils , or makes to ſtiz%,; and may be fully thus 
expreſt, Though Wiſdem, and the glory reſulting from it, 
gains and gives a man great Reputation, yet a little Fol 
will corrupt, pervert, and forfeit that-eſtecm and Reputa- 
tron. 

Here are two Caulcs aſſign'd for the acquiring Reputa- 
tion ; Wiſdom, Glory: and one of the loting of 1t when 
acquired, a little Felly. 

[ (hall briefly explain the meaning of all theſe, fo far as 
s necefſary for the underltanding and clearing the truth 
b:forc us : Of the two Cauſes aſſign'd for gaining Repu- 
t!ion,, one 1s internal, Wiſdom ; the other external, Glory: 
which is the proof and manifeſtation of that Wildom. For 
vlory is Excellency manifeſted. 

1. Wiſdemw 
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1. i/iſdom is that intellectual Vertue and practical Sci- 
cnee, which directs men to manage and order their affairs 
diſcretely and to the beſt advantage z particularly that by 
which we chuſe a good End, and purſue it by fit means: 
The Fnd muſt be 1mportant and pertinent , ſomething of 
weight and worth, and proper for him that chuſuth it, to 
do him good, and make him happy 5 f thou be'ſt wiſe, thou 
halt be wiſe fer thy ſelf. It bemg the Ffute, or rather the 
fanlt of too many men, to know what's good for any bo- 
dy but themſelves: And this End mult be attainable, and 
enjoyable, poſſible to be got and kept. For be it never 
ſo excellent 1n it ſelf, yet 1f it be impoſſible to be attain'd 
by us, or being ſo, to be retain'd ; the choice of it is but 
the planting of a fools Paradiſe tor our (elves, and our Fan- 
cy raiſes Caſtles in the Air. Next, the Means muſt be law- 
ful and honeſt, ſuitable and apt, - probable and proportio- 
nable to effect what they are deſign'd for ; that 1s, the 
attarnment of the end propounded. For without ſuch 
ſiting the Means to the End, we ſhall but agno conatu 
»ibil agere ; loſe all our pains, fit down diſappointcd,and 
in the latter end ſhall be but Fools. 

2: Glory being in general the manifeſtation and proof 
ot the internal excellency of things or perſons , by Glory 
here muſt be underſtood, a mans manifeſting and proving 
ot himſclt to be wiſe, by purſuing of the forenamed Me- 
thods. And this being a brief account of Wiſdom and ot 
che (z/cry that reſults from ating according to its meaſures, 
4nd rec nut being menſura ſui & obliqui 5 you may concluce 
what Folly is, which is contrary to it : And the /:ttle Fol 
in-the Text is an errour, or detect in any one of theſc, in 
choice of end or means : which like one Wheel, being out 
of order,- makes the whole Engine ſtand uſclcls, and good 
tor 2othing. From this more general Confideration of tt 
words, I ſhall only draw two Cerolaries, which I ſtall ra- 
thr name than proſecute. 

i jr//., Fis the only true and ſolid Gloxy of a ma!) 0 
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be a wiſe man : The Pyramid of Honour will (ink, if this 
be not its Baſss : That Palm will wither which is not nou- 
riſhed by this root: and no wonder ; for Wiſdom is the 
Soul of the Intellectual World, that Souls eye, that eyes 
Light, and that lights Sun : *Tis Lifes Grardzan , *tis the 
Angels Mirrour, 'tis God's own Shadew, Reficxzion and 
Image 3 'tis Reaſorrs bloſloming, yea the fruit into which 
that Bloſſom grows, yea the Beauty, Sweetneſs and Nou- 
nſbment that Fruit attords. For though Reaſon makes us 
\len., the want of W3/dow will unman us ; the Pſalmiſt 
having long fince told us, {bat man, though in boronr, 
wanting underſtanding , becomes like tle beaſts that periſi, 
Plal. 49. 20. and forteits the honour of boing 2 man, by 
loling the glory of being a wiſe man. 

Second Corolary. The higher any man is raisd in Repr- 
tation, by manifeſting bimſelt wiſe , the more circumſpect 
he is concern'd to be, to fecu:e his ſtation; for a [itt]: 
Folly will depoſe him, tho he reign'd over mens minds by 
the Scepter of his wiſdewz. *Tis tickliſh (tanding on a Pz- 
nacle; and beſides the danger of becomirg giddy 3 a (ſmall 
nclining either way may bring him down by the over- 
poiſe of his own weight : And tho he's like enough to fa?! 
unpitied, he cannot do ſo unobſerved. His height expoſcs 
him to all mens view, to moſt mens exvy 3 and 'tisnext to 
impoſiible for him to tread awry , without {-vercſt Cer- 
jzre, who hath ſo many watchful eyes upon him. For «: 
it follows, Terſ. 3. after the Text , When his wiſdom faiiers 
bin, ke ſaith to everyone, he is a Fool. No wonder there- 
fore they believe him to his own prejudice, and evcry one 
will cajl, at leaſt doth think him lo. 

But I haſten to a more particular and eminent (ignifica- 
tion of the words , and tro which I conceive they were 
2nally deſigned : *Tis very obvious , that by H 3/dez wr 
theſe ſacred Pages, eſpecially in thoſe where Solozton was 
the Spirits Amannenſis, is meant true Piety, ſincere Rehi- 
g10n and Godlineſs, the being wiſe to God, and unto Sa! 
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vation ; As by oily 1s meant IVickedneſs , Iniquity and 
Sin: The Good man is the Wiſe man , and the Sinner 1; 
the Fool : The fear of the Lord that is wiſdom , and to de- 
part from cvil that is underſtanding, Job 28. 28. The fear 
of the Lord is the beginring of 'iV3/dom, the head, the chic, 
the belt of wiſdom + A good nnderſtanding have they that 
keep bis Commandments,Plal. 111. 10. The fear of the Lord 
zs the beginning of wil lom, ar:4 the knowledg of the Hol, or 
which miketh holy, is true n1derſtanding, Prov. 9. 10. So 
that to bs in reputation for Wiſdom, is to be eſtecm'd a 
pious goo man z and the little Folly which corrupts it, 
is ſome one Sin. ence note, 

He that allows himſ(clf in one Sin, will forfeit, deſtroy, 
and loſe the honour and advantage of all his reputed Pie- 
ty and Goodneſs. One ſccret boſom-(in indulged, or ne- 
glected to be mortified, will ruin that man who ſeems un- 
blameable, and free from others 53 As one Clond may ob 
ſcure the whole Sz, one Doſe of Poyſor fill all the Pot 
with death 5 one Gap let in the Beaſts which may deſtroy 
a Field, which el{where was well-fenced ; one /eak may (ink 
2 Ship ; one breach in a Sea-wall drown the adjacent Coun- 
try; one Paſs unguarded , one Port ſurprized , I=t 1n an 
Hremy to take the Town + one jairring-ſtring mar al! the 
Muſick; one houſe on fire {pread and Jay waſte a famous 
City into ruins; yea one little ſpark blow up a Magazine; 
one Stab jet out the Soul and Lite, as'certainly, as fatally, 
25 twenty. Excuſe ſuch an heap of Alluſtons, which I mule 
tiply to faſten this nail more ſurely by many ſtroake. 

Accent theſe Reaſons for the confirmation of this a- 
wakcenng, weighty Truth. 

Firſt, One Sin committed brings us under the Laws 
C::r7/c; and one fin allowed is inconliftent with that Since- 
ri-v the Goſpel accepts , inſtead of that finleſs perfection 
7 © !.,-y exads : So that one ſuch Sin will render us too 
1ig1:t in the-Ballance of the Sanctuary, and caſt him tnat 
20Nt124s IN It at both Tribunal-. Firſt , At that of the 
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Law, if he commit it 3 Curſed 3s eocry ove that centinueth 
rot in all things that are written in the Law to do them, 
Gal. 3. 10. All have ſmned and come ſhort of the glory of 
God, Rom. 3.23. Which Propoſution undeniably reſolves 
it (c}f into this truth , That every one that ſinneth, falls 
ſhort of the Glory of God; ipſo faJo debars himlelf, 
cannot reach or attain to it, if he ſtands Trial at the Laws 
Bar. 

Secondly, At that of the Goſpel, if he allow it and in- 
dulge itz The Law admits of no Repenitance, that's a 
vouchſafement of Goſpel-Grace: But then Repentance mult 
be (incere, that is , unfcigned Sorrow for , and a ſerious 
turning from all known Sin. We muſt keep the Law as 
the apple of our Eye; and the leaſt duſt will make the eye 
water , and twill not be quiet till it hath wept it our. 
Sincernm, quaſt ſine cer4 5 the Honey is not pure, till all the 
wax and droſs be purged off. What's done fincerely, is 
done with reſpeRt to God 3 and he who doth any thing 
which God bids him , becauſe God bids him, will do all 
that God doth bid him : the Conſequence is good, 4 qua- 
tenus ad ommne. He obeys his own Will, and not Gods, 
who in any one particular prefers his own Will above 
Goa'sz and would have had as little refpett to the Will of 
God, even in thoſe things he doth according to it, had 
they croſt his own Will, as he hath in that particular, 1n 
which his own Will hath preference bcfore ict. Twas the 
proof of Calet's uprightneſs, that he followed God fully, 
Numb. 14. 24. The Charader of a fincerc man 1s com- 
priſed in the teſtimony God gave of David, Aft. 13. 22. 1 
tece found David a man after mine own heart, which ſhall 
fulfil all my will. Ang m that Rule the ſame David ſect to 
bim(clf, Pai. 1160. 6. Then 1ſhall zct be «/hamed, when I ſhall 
hate rcſþc& to all thy Command merts. 

Secondly, A Second Reaſon, Becauic every fin doth not 
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apainſt every Tranſgreſſion, The wages of ſir, of every ſin, 
+ death; but makes him an Offender againſt the whole 
Preceptive part, and Guilty of violating all the Righte- 
ouſneſs which it requires 5 St. James 2. 10. For whoſoever 
ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one point, is guilty 
of all. Lex eft copnfativa. The Will of God 1s but one en- 
tire Will , which Will is our univerſal SarGificaticn, as 
St, Parltells us, 1 Theſ. 4. 3. and the whole Law is but the 
declaration of this cne entire Will of God : 'One Chair, 
though made of many Links (the ſeveral Commandments) 
by which he binds us to Obedience: And he that wrin- 
cheth one Link aſunder, breaks the Chaiz, although he 
break not every Link, *As the whole man 18 wounded, 
though the Solutio contin happen but in a ſingle Member ; 
and the whole aſs of Bloud may be exhauſted by oneOri. 
{ice in the Arm or Foot. The whole Law 3s comprehended in 
cne word , Love, Rom. 13. Gal.5, And every ſingle Sin 
makes a breach upon, and offers violence to, either the 
Love of God, or our Neighbour ;z and ſo militates againſt 
that Love, which is the Summ and Centre , the very Life 
and Spirit of the Rozal Law. 

Thirdly, Becauſe there is more real Evl in one Sin, than 
there is real Good in all our Righteouſneſs ; for our belt 
Rightcouſneſs is good but in part, and very imperfedtly: 
but our Jealt Sin is totally and wholy evil, Our Righte- 
oultcls indeed may pleaſe God, but it cannct profit him; 
Car a man be profitable to God, as he that is wiſe may be pro- 
fitable for himſelf £ Is it gain to him, that thou makeſt thy 
ways perfe £ (aith Eliphaz, to Job 22. My goodneſs, faith 
Dawid, extendeth not to thee, Plal. 16. - But there is a ma 
lizrity in (in, which (trikes at God's Authority and Life, 
would dethrone him of his Sovereignty , pull the Crown 
Tom his Head, and wreſt the Scepter out of his Hand ; not 
Inly violate and break, but cancel and repeal his Holy 
.cws, 'yea would deltroy his Being, that he might not ex- 
cute the delerved Wrath , nor inflit the Vengeance? he 
hat 1 
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hath threatned. Therefore the Sch! have termd it De- 
cidinm. 

This will appear yet plainer, in what concerns our 
Neighbour :* Ae that kills one man, doth him more wrong, 
than he doth good to all the world , by mere forbearing 
to- invade their Lives. It merits no Reward, to 1ot thy 
Neighbour live 3 but it deferves the Gallows, if thou m2ke 
him die. Sin 1s a Spiritual Poiſon , one Dram of which 
will ſpoil a wholeſom Diſh 3; but a whole Meſs at a Fealt 
would not correCt an Ounce of Ar/nick, No Food , nor 
Phy/ick, neither (pace veſir be it ſpoken) will make a dead 
man live 3 but a ſmall Doſe of any fort of Pozſor will cauſe 
a living man to dye. The converſe of an hundred found 
and healthful men can't cure one that's {ck of the Plagne ; 
but his Cotagion may infeCt a thouſand. If ore bear holy 
fleſh in the skirt of his garment, and with his shirt do touch 
bread, or pottage,wine, or ol, or any meat, it ſhall not be holy; 
but if one that ws unclean by a dead body , touch any of theſe, 
it ſhall be anclean, Hag.2.12,13. The whole pot of Oiutment 
did not embalm the fy, but one fy corrupteth the whole 
jot of Ointment. One ſinner, or a ſinner in ore particular, 
deſtroys much good, Ecclel. 9. ult. 

Fourthly. Another reaſon 1s, Becauſe Sz is of a difiu+ 
live, ſpreading and infectious nature ; like a fretting Lepro- 
fe, 'twill cat into the very heart and foul : The Apoſtle 
compares it to Leave, a little of which, he tells us, will 
/eaven the whole lamp, and ſowr the whole maſs ; 'tis like 
aCangrene, *twill in a little time corrupt the Blood, and 
by its Circulation convey its Verom to the Vitals and no- 
oler parts, though it began but'in a Toe, or Finger : "twill 
fret like a Canker, and grow to more ungodlineis. Though 
Nemo reperte fit turpi(ſizrus, No man is Superlatively wic- 
ked at the firſt daſh 3 yet a Myſtard-ſ-ed will grow intoa 
Tree, and all unclean Birds may and will make their Neſt; 
init, The ſmalleſt Grain of fin, if (uttered to take root, 
will ſpread till Legions both of Sins andDeci/s miy be 
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ſhelter'd in it. The egg of a Cockatrice , if not timely 
cruſht , will break out into a fiery flying Serpent. Pe «. 
mica exorhitantia, wel propenſio ad ſermones licentiaſos,gulam, 
Venerem, &c. corrumpent non ſolum ſapientis gloriam, ſed 
ſapientiam, que vitiis &- erroribus paulatim aſſuefaciens, tan. 
dem degcnerabit inn: eraz cacitatem: As a Learned man up- 
on this Text. 

Ezil words corrurt good manners 3 and he that hath 
learnt to ſpeak il}, will ſoon teach himſelf to do ſo. One 
Sin indulg'd will blind the Mind, corrupt the Judgment, 
cnllave the Will , pervert the AﬀeCtions, ſcar and defile 
the Conſcience, barden the Heart, and bring the whole 
Man into Captivity and Bondage. Tis like letting in of 
waters, they will widen the paſſage by their own motion, 
when they have got an entrance. When Seloxzon bows his 
Loins to ſtrange Women, he preſently bows his Knees to a 
ſirange God, If Dwvid be idle, bis Eyes will be buſie, and 
they enflame his Heart , till he hath defiled Bathſheba : 
Next, ke makes her Husband drunk with the hlood of the 
Grape, ard (tops not till he hath made himſelf drunk with 
the bloud of her Husband, If Luft be ſuffered to entice, 
it will conceive, and then 7t brings forth Sin, and Sin when 
tis firifhed brings ſarth Death, Jam. 1,14, 15. If Peter 
once deny his Ma#ter, hell do uit again ard again; yea 
he'll ferſwear him too, and curſe himſclf. Scelus ſcelere tu- 
er:duw, is a Maxize pratiiied by more than will profeſs to 
4-7 1: IF thou goult one Nile with it willivgly , it will 
rcrſnade or counſtiain thee to go many more. 

[ aſily. \V hich I acd , bccauſc too many, like the unjujt 
Fudge, neither fear Ged, nor reverence man, bat have can- 
cc}! all reſtraints, neither caring what one faith, ror the 
Gi!:cr think 3 yet ſome who have mace ſhiprrack of thrir 
(2 feciernie, and caſt off all (ſenile of another world, retain a 
tunirneſs ſor their Reputation , and are awed by the ccn 
{ures and cpintors of this world, 

C1:c Sin will forfeit thy Credit in the eſteem of = 
an 
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and eclipſe the glory of thy former goodneſs. This (1a!l 
be forgotten, that ſhall bc remembred to thy ſhame z as 
one Injary is engraven in Marble, when twenty Benefits 
are written in the Sayd : And by how much the more thy 
former Vertues made thee ſhine and give a luſtre , by fv 
much the more conſpicuous will thy clcuding and eclipſe 
de. 

Omne animi vitium tanto conſpexius in ſe 

Crimen habet, quanto majer qui peccat habetur. Juv. 

The world hath no better fþ.rt, nor can wiſh fitter mat- 
ter for an inſulting Trizmph , than when they have occ4- 
fon to ſay of reputed zerinvors and good men, How art if: 
fallen, O Lucifer, ſor of the morning How art i] 011 be- 
come like one of #5? Bad men think no Rever'ge fo 1;cct, 
a3 what they take on thoſe , whoſe former } :r!nes have 
condemn'd their Fice:: Nor any Juſtificaticn of their 
courſes ſo clear, as when thoſe who did acor/e them, repeal 
their Sentence by doing the like things. You muſt there- 
fore expe&t no Mercy, if you give them this advantage : 
They will bite your Repntatic: till their teeth meet, and 
rend your Names into ſo many picces, 'twill ke impothble 
to make them whole again. E::zy hath a piercing eye, and 
ſhrill voice, and nothing incices 1t more than the praiſe of 
Tiſdom and well-doing : Thcrefore if they that kave ac- 
quir'd it, give any »wbrage, or the leaſt occaſion, they 
who ſeek occaſion to ſpeak evil, will catch it greedily, and 
proclaim it as on the houſe-tops , and with a found (hriller 
than a Tr: mpet. 

D.:i #4 te!!s us, The wicked watcheth againſt the righteous, 
Pla), 37. 32. Yea, Plotteth againſt the juſt : Like the De- 
ti, tempt firſt, that they may afterwards accuſe : And 1: 
they draw them into their toyls, will lead their Names in 
ſcornful Triumph through all the City 3 as Vulcan dealt with 
Mars, when he had encloſed himin his Net , exnoſed him 
naked to the laughter and ſport of all the gods, 

[ beg your leave and patience for a ſhort Application : 
We 
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We have a Saying, that Application is the life of Preaching z 
which is ſo very true, it needs no Apology : but the diſuſe 
of it is rather a fault too big for any excuſe, but eſpecially 
at this time and place, where thoſe to whom I preach, by 
their continual practice mind me of it. For what is an 
Apothecar;'s Buſincſs, Profeſſion, Uſefulneſs, but to apply 
ſuitable and proper Medicines to their diſeaſed, labouring 
Patientss Give me leave therefore to apply this truth ; 

Firſt , As a Cephalick to help your Heads to cure and 
retifc your Judgments z to draw down thoſe Fumes,thoſe 
erroneous Vapours which would diſturb and pervert your. 
Underſtandings. 

If one Sir, alittle Folly will do ſo much Miſchief, then 
ſin is not ſo light a matter as moſt men think it. Fools 
»1ake a mock at ſen : but their doing fo, deſervedly ſtigms- 
tizes them with that reproachful brand.: "Tis the moſt ex- 
aggerated manner of ſpeaking , when Idem de ſeipſo pre- 
dicatur; as the Apoſtle, Rom. 7. 13. Sin that it might 
appear ſin, Sin became exceeding ſinful. There arc amongſt 
other, three things which ſhew Sin to be Sin, exceeding: 
ſinful ; the greateſt and the worſt of evils. Firſt, The 
Wrath,the infinite, the eternal Vengeance it hath kindled 
in the heart of that God, who 1s the Lover of men. Se- 
condly, The price it coſts to cxpiate and take it away, the 
leaſt (vot which is cauſed by it , no leſs than the Blood of 
God. Thirdly, The miſchief it hath done in the world; 
one Sin made Legions of bright and holy Argels become 
the blackeſt, and moſt accurlſed Devils, and threw them 
hcadlong from the height of Heaven to thebottom of Hell. 
One Sin , the eating of an Apple againſt command, craz'd 
Gods image, forfcited God's favour, impoyſoned all the 
ſtreams which flow from Adam downward to the end of 
the world, and its venom will never be exhauſted. 

Scconcly, If one Sin will do ſo much, What will a trade, 
an habit, a courſe of fin do ? If the righteows hardly be ſa- 
cd, bccauſe of their involuntary falls, where ſhall the es 
£04: 
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godly and ſinner appear ? If the unwelcome preſence of i: 
make an Apoſtle cry out , O wretched man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me What is their ſtate, what ſhall be their 
end, who chuſe it , who delight in it, who draw Iniquity 
with cords of vanity, and ſin as with a cart rope ? 

[kirdly, They are exceedingly deccived who think they 
can compenſate for their Sins, by their Religious Dutics 3 
and dare make bold with God, becauſe they think to quit 
ſcores with him. As if a few drops of Ointment could per- 
fume and embalm a whole ſwars: of dead Flies; when one 
of them is enough to render a!l your (tore. unſavoury,to 
turn your Prayers into (in , and make your very Sacrifices 
an bomination. 

Secondly, Let me apply it as a corroſize to cat out the 
dead fleſh, to eat down the proud fleſh which is fo prone 
to grow up in our hearts. The Apoſzle ſpeaks of ſome thar 
are paſt feeling, a woful ſymptom they are (o tar dead; for 
he that wants ſenſe, wants life. 

Tis finallow*'d and loved, which camterizeth the con(c's 
encez but the ſerious conſideration of the infinite evil of 
fin, will cure its a ummeſs, and fetch it again to lite and feel - 
ng; unmortified fin mortifies the heart, and makes it rot- 
ten; but mortifie fin by the ſerious meditation of rhe 
preatneſs of the evil that is in it, and the dead fleſh will fall 
oft from thy heart, and it will izcarnate grow ſound a- 
gain. 

Next, Apply it to eat down the proud fleſh. Pride is 
every where abominable, tho' it have PFeanty tor 1ts Mo- 
ther, acd Plenty for its Nurſe. But 'tis molt intollerable, 
when 'tis bred from deformity,and thrives and growsplump 
at the breaſts of Poverty. Ugly and proud, Loathſome and 
proud, Poor and proud, we can neither {peak nor think on 
this, without both aſtoniſhment and abhorrence. 

Now nothing renders men lo /oathſome, males ſo poor, cs 
lin; therefore a proud (1aner 1s the moſt hateful objec in 
the ſight of God and all good men; and if one lin can do 
E 2 þ- 
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o much, how vile and noifomemuſt we be whole iniquities 
are more than the hairs of our heads ! How ſhould this take 
down our pride! how humble (ſhould ſuch finners be ! how 
ſhould we cover our ſ{clves with confuſion of face, and ab- 
horring our {clves, repent in duſt and aſhes! 

Thirdly and laſily, Let me apply it as a prophyla@ick, to 
preſerve you againſt a threefold dangerous infeCtion. 

Firſt, Againſt the temptation of performing good du- 
tics 1n an ill manner. Sena ſanGe. Reſt not in the work 
done, in matters of Religion ; but be careful to do them 
well. God loves adverbs; regards the manner morethan the 
matter. It was a ſtanding Miracle in the Temple at Jeruſa- 
lem, *cis ſaid no Fles infeſted it, tho? fo much blood was 
daily ſhed in it, Do not only read, and hear, and pray, and 
receive, and meditate, but in all theſe worſhip God in ſpi- 
rit. Be vigorous, be zealous, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord. This will keep off the Flyes of wanderings, wea- 
rinefs, dulncſs, coldneſsz while the Ointment boils, or keeps 
its heat, no Flje will light or venture” to remain a blow: 
ing-time upon It. 

Secondly, Againſt being impos'd upon by little fins. For 
tho' I am no Stoick, to aſlert equality of ſins; yet I do 
and muſt aſſure you, tho' comparatively ſome are leſs than 
oth<:s, yet abſolutely ſpeaking there are none ſuch. For 
there is no little Grdto fla againſt 5 no little Heaven to be 
fortcited and Joſt 3 no little Ze/ to be puniſht in; and the 
leaſt allowed fia unmortified and unrepented of,is concern'd 
10 all theſe great things 3 a /it:le folly hazards all theſe vaſt, * 
rhele1nfinite conceraments. 

Laſily, Againſt being ſurpriſ-d by thy own fins, or deal- 
169 gently with them becauſe they are thy- Darlings. No 
Eerics are {0 dangerous as thoſe of a mans own houſe :no 
1:n-io like to ruine us, as boſome ones. His own iniquities 
[4.47 take the wicked himſelf; and be- ſhall be holden with the 

«ras of bis fins, Prov. 5.22. Such are, 1. Hereditary (ins, 
ore peculiarly propagated to us, and inſenſibly conveyed 
1 


(:397) 
in our firſt rudiments, and ſuckt in as it were with our Mo- 
thers Milk. Some Families intailing their tranſgreſſions on 
their deſcendants more ſurely than their Lands. 2. The 
fins which flow from thy Conſtitution 3 for no bias warps 
men aſide more violently, than the predominancy of their 
natural temper. 3. The fins to which thou art expoſed by 
thy calling and profeſſion of life 3 for there are few Myſte- 
ries free from ſome ſpecial iniquity. 4. The ſins of the 
times and places which thou liveſt in ; for there are few fo 
happy as to be free from Epidemical diſeaſes in this reſpect : 
from theſe four quarters do uſually blow thoſe ſtrong winds 
which bring the ſwarmy of Fljes which prove a ſorer plagne 
to mens ſouls, than thoſe which plagued Egyp?, Exod. 8.20. 
tho' the land was corrupted by that ſwarm of Flyes, v. 24. 
Theſe are thy little anes, thy own dear off-/pring,which thou 
wilt be as fond of, on that account, as Parents of their If- 
ſue, But thou muſt daſh theſe /zttle ones againſt the ſtones; 
theſe right eyes mult be pluckt out, theſe right bards muſt be 
cat off and caſt away, if thou reſolve for heaven. 


I have now done, and I fear you think 'tis time IT had. I 
have treated you from the frft part of the Text as Citizens 
of London ; and from the ſecond as Citizens of Zion. I 
have warned you againft the Fes which would corrupt 
your ſhops3 and againſt a more moyſome one which would 
defile your conſcences. I have uſed a modeſt freedom with 
you, to caution you-againſt being falſe in your particular 
calling, in order to render you true to your general calling. 
For altho'a bad man may be a good Apotkecary ; a bad Apo- 
thecary, a man diſhoneſt in his Trade and Profeſhon, can- 
not be a good man. 


FINIS. 


T be ſame Author bath alſo Publiſhed, 


The Virtuous Woman found, her Loſs bewailed, and Cha- 
rater exemplified 3 in a Sermon Preached at the Funeral 
of the moſt Excellent and Religious Lady, the Right Ho- 
.nourable Mary Counteſs Dowager-of Wewichs the mot 


Illuſtrious Pattern of ſincere Piety and ſolid Goodneſs this 
Age hath produced: To which is annexed ſome of her 


Ladiſhips pious and uſeful Meditations. Left Written by 
'her own hand. 

Say on ; or, A caſonable Plea for a full hearing betwixt 
Man and Man : And a ſerious Plea for the like hearing be- 
twixt God and Man : Delivered in a Sermon at Chelmeſ- 
ford in Eſſex, at the general Aſſize for-the ſaid County, be- 
fore the Honourable Sir Timothy Littleton. 

The great Evil of Procraſtination z or, The Sinfulneſs and 
Danger of dcferring Repentance, in ſeveral Diſcourſes : 
All three Printed for Nath. Ranew at the King's Arms iu 
St. PauPs Church-yard. 


